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INTRODUCTION. 


THE originals of these Letters remained for between forty and 
fifty years in my possession. I obtained them from the late Mr. 
Thomas Thorpe, the well-known and highly respectable bookseller, 
who, I understood, had rescued them when the cellars of Somerset 
House were emptied. I gave him for them and a few other docu- 
ments, In money, autographs, and printed volumes, a sum that 
made a considerable inroad upon the portion of my income I could 
then apply to such acquisitions. 

After the lapse of some time, I placed them in the hands of 
Lord Macaulay ; and I showed them more than once to my late 
friend John Bruce, the most accurate historical scholar I ever knew. 
I also lent them to Mr. Froude; but, I apprehend, not until after 
he had concluded the earlier volumes of his great undertaking. 
All three were of opinion that they had belonged to a series, 
other portions of which might exist in the Record Office, 
in the Museum, or, perhaps, in the collection of the late Mr. 
Sharon.Turner. J, therefore, handed them over, some six or eight 
years ago, to the late Sir Francis Palgrave, then Deputy-Keeper 
at the Rolls Chapel, as a public present, and he acknowledged 
the receipt by the usual printed letter of thanks. If I recollect 
rightly, I had already, and long previously, with the friendly and 
most competent aid of Mr. W. H. Black, compared them with 
the handwriting of Cardinal Pole, in a corrected copy of his 
celebrated “ Book”, then preserved in Chancery Lane. 

Since the date of my gift I have seen and heard nothing of 


ll 


the originals; but I presume that they have been duly classed 
with other documents of the same period and character. Having 
myself made transcripts of them soon after they came into my 
possession, I have now printed a few copies, because they certainly 
throw new and important light upon transactions in the reign 
of Henry VIII, relating to the great question of Church Su- 
premacy, as well as upon the character and talents of Cardinal 
Pole: his confused and elaborate style of English composition, 
with its difficulties and uncertainty of punctuation, may be 
thought, even from these specimens, to contrast well with the 
perspicuity of Cromwell, and especially of Starkey. I have not 
attempted arrangement ; but some of the documents are dated, 
and others seem to require assistance from similar and intervening 
letters which I have not seen. I cannot trace those here printed 
in Strype, Phillips, or elsewhere. 

It is my intention, should life and health allow it, to continue 
the Brown Series, of which the present is the first number, by 
other tracts belonging to the classes of history and biography, from 
Manuscripts chiefly in my own hands; and independently of my 
ordinary Reprints, which now amount to not very far from a hun- 
dred different productions. My Brown Series will be rather more 
expensively got up, upon thicker paper, and in a somewhat larger 
type; but I shall continue to divide the cost between fifty sub- 
scribers, and the expense of each number (if my friends see fit) 
may be added to the account already open between us. Such as 
do not approve of this new undertaking can, of course, return the 
tract to me (with all due care and speed), and it shall not be 
charged against them. I have abundant materials before me, 
illustrative of the career of some of the greatest names in our 
history and literature, such as Lord Surrey, Lord Leicester, Sir 
Francis Bryan, Lord Bacon, the Earl of Essex, the first Baron 
Ellesmere, the Duke of Buckingham, etc. 


J. eae: 
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CARDINAL PoLeE to HENRY VIII. 


Lndorfed “ from pole the xxvii” day of May”. 
Addreffed “To the Kynges Grace’. 


vaLEASETH it your grace to underftond 
TZ j that wheras, furft by mafter Sterkys letters, 
Wat] chapleyn to yo" grace, and afterward by 
mafter fecretory confyrmeng the fame, I was ad- 
vertyfed that it was yo" grace pleafure I fhold by 
my wryting open to yo" grace my fentence con- 
cernyng the fuperiorite of the pope in the churche, 
wyth other artycles belongyng to the fame, adoyneng 
therunto fuch reafons as dyd moft induce me to en- 
clyne to that parte I toke; affureng me the fame 
fhold be moft acceptable to yo' grace yf, w'ougt 
affection of oney parte, or refpecte other but only of 
the very truthe, I fhold playnly fett furth my fen- 
tence. I, therfore, gevyng credence to thys enform- 
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ation and obeyng to yor plefure, have, wyth all play- 
nes, comprifed in a boke my hole fentence, wych I 
have fent to yo" grace by thys bearar. 
And now how it fchall fatysfye yo" grace that I 
have wryton, I thynke he knoweth only 2 cujus manu 
funt corda regum; for thys knolech I wyll not gyve to 
yo" grace, nor to no man, how grete fo ever he be, in 
yerth, to know fomuch of hys owne mynd afore he here 
the truthe how he fhal be moved w‘all : but god only 
hath thys knolech, wych at hys plefure ys to gyve 
the lyght of hys fpyrite, more or leffe contentyd wyth 
the trothe: wherfore to hys goodnes now all my 
prayere fhal be, in whom ys all my truft for the 
knolech of the truthe to be perfuaded to yo" grace. 
And as tochyng my purpofe in the dyfcorfe of my 
boke to the manyfeftyng of my fentence, yf it pleafe 
yo' grace to have furder enformation, I have geven 
inftructions therof to thys bearar, to whom it may 
pleafe yo" grace to gyve credence. Thus prayng 
to almyghty god to preferve yo" grace in highe 
honore, to the contentation of yo" moft noble hartys 
defyre, the fame agreyng to hys plefure. Writen at 
Venyce the xxvij" day of may. 
By yo" faythfull fervant 


RAYNOLD POLE. 
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CARDINAL POE TO CROMWELL. 


Lndorfed “Pole”, Addreffed “To my lord Prevye 
Seale”, 


Seo al Y lorde, a fewe dayes paft I wrote letters 
Ath Wi H unto yowe, and for the more affuryd con- 
a VAR) veyaunce of them to yo" honds, I fent 
oe to the Kynges embaffatours in the frenche 
cowrte, who by no meanes could be persuadyd to 
meddyll wythe them, or to take ony charge for to 
fende them; the whiche femethe to me a {ftraunge 
maner off handleng them felffe in thatt rome, thatt 
wold refufe ony letter thatt ys wrytton to onye of 
the Kynges cowncell: wherein whatt know they 
thatt maye be contayned thatt myght make for the 
Kynges purpofes for to knowe, whiche myght 
happen sometyme in thofe letters thatt cam from 
the Kynges mortall profeffyd enemyes, and moche 
foner in thofe letters thatt cam from hym, whiche, 
howe fo ever he be peverfelye taken, doyth, nother 
in dede nor word, and moche leffe in mynd, fhowe 
fuche a perfonne: butt yff this be a new fafhion in 
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handlyng pryncys affayres off moft affured and 
faythfull hartes as may be founde in nature, referv- 
eng theyr dewtye to god, by all meanes to provoke 
them to chaunge theyr loveng myndes to the kyng, 
as fuch wayes I have in practyfe to be moche ufed 
wyth me, howe ytt may be profytable to ony prynce 
to have hys affayres handeled after fuche a manier, I 
confeffe to be ignoraunte: and in the ende procedyng 
thys waye, I knowe well they that ufe thys be ignor- 
aunte whatt the conclufyon fhall be, whiche ys in 
the pleafur off god, and nott in the devyfes of man. 
As toucheng my felff and my mynd to the kyng, 
after f{uche demonftracyons as I know dyvers wayes 
to my undoyng ys made by the kynges agents, I 
know nott thatt mynd yn yearthe that could abyde 
other to fpeake afterward off his honour or wealthe, 
to whome lyke had bene fhowed. And yff my love 
towarde hym were nott holpe above nature, I knowe 
well I could nott do ytt: hytherto I knowe I owe no 
other mynde to the kynge then the lawe, other off 
nature or god, wold bynde me to have other to my 
prynce or father yn lyke caufe: feare hym, I confeffe to 
you, I do nott, nor never dyd, and moche leffe yn this 
caufe, yff he had all the power off the hole worlde in 
hys hond: love hym I doo, and thatt I wold not 
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doubt, befyde all other affured tokyns, to fhow alfo 
in the felffe fame caufe, wherein he takyth me for 
hys enemye, which ys in my legacyon att this tyme; 
and the fame hys grace att hys pleafur may fee, yff 
the bottome thereoff were explycate: wherein whatt 
ways myght be takyn, yff yow reade thofe letters 
thatt be joyned wyth thyse which I fend by a mef- 
fyngier off thys Cyttye, and be the fame thatt the 
Embaffatours refusyd to fend, there yow fhall knowe 
yow fhall make whatt anfwer yow {hall thynke befte, 
knoweng the kynges pleafur. And whither yow 
anfwer or no, or howe so ever yow answer, whatt 
mynd I have borne ever to the Kyng, this my dead 
fhall befte teftyfye; which, yff ytt be reject, whatt 
conclufion fhall follow thereoff, yff ytt be nott to the 
Kynges pleafur, I fhall by thys act alwayes, both 
afore god and man, ever be juftyfied, The reafte I put 
to god the gouernour off all, to whome I commytt 
yowe. From liege the xxix" off Maj. M.D.xxxvij. 


REGCARD. LoLUS LEGATUS: 
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fiiftorical Letters. 


CARDINAL POLE TO CROMWEDE 


Lndorfed “ R. Pole xvj februar”. Addreffed “To my 
lorde prevye Seale’, 


“7 mY lorde, yff I had no other regarde in 


(fai refpoft to yo" lettours of the xx" off Janu- 
NAR arij, thatt I received by thatt meffengier 
thatt brought yowe myn, butt to make anfwer 
to fuche thynges as yowe there very holelye laye 
to my charge, fuerly att this tyme I wold not a 
wrytton; for there ys nothyng yn yo" lettour, befyde 
a greate pompe and noyfe off words, thatt requyer 
anfwer, butt I have att large anfwered yow in my 
former lettres, whereunto afore you dyd replye, and 
fhowe thatt my reafonys doyth nott juftyfie my caufe: 
me femeth to lyke appofytions there nedyd no other 
anfwer then I had made afore; butt bycaufe the 
bearer hereoff, whiche departyng as my meffyngier 
retournythe, as me femethe, more then yo", mytiga- 
teng as moche as he can all yo" hole dyfcourfe in yo" 
lettre, which to me femethe farre owt off thatt waye 
thatt yow fhold ufe in lyke controverfyes as ys be- 
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twene yow and me at thys tyme: therefore I wyll 
faye no more, butt that I marvayle moche, the more 
gentyllyer in all my wrytinge I ordre my felfe, thatt 
the more hotter yow be in anfwer; rehearfyng never- 
theleffe nothyng butt thatt ys anfwered to afore, yow 
ever pretend yo" dewtye to the kyng to condemne 
me for wrytyng my boke in fuche manier, and I ever 
pretend my dutie and love to the kyng, that caufyd 
me to ufe thatt manier: butt to fay that my wrytyng 
can be mayntayned w' every mannes interpretacion | 
wyll nott, for fo the gofpell of god can nott be 
mayntayned; butt who fo wyll interpretate my booke 
as the boke yt felffe doythe fhowe to be the au- 
thours mynd, I knowe, both afore god and man, ytt 
ys able to mayntayne ytt felffe. Yow faye ytt {hold be 
to moche to my fhame ytt fhuld be putt forthe, and 
I can graunt no more to yow thatt make yot felffe 
my adverfarye in thys caufe, butt yff yow wyll re- 
venge yo" felffe on me, to gyve yowe leave to make 
me have this fhame, putt owt the boke when you 
wyll: I venture my name therein, yff there be no 
other domage butt the loffe of my fame. 

The conclufyon ys this: by wrytyng me semethe 
we other doo nott, or wyll nott, underftond one an 
nother, fo thatt to repplye more in this manier I fe no 
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fruyte. In the lettre the confell wrythethe, wherein ys 
yo'fubfcryption, yow fhow thatt yff Ik hac aa bene pryvate, 
comyng w'out other commyffyon as off myn owne 
hedd in to flaunders, the Kynges Grace was content 
to fend certayn learnyd pele for fa ce s of all 
partes in thyse controverfyes in the religion: touchyn 
thys, yff hys grace were content afore, 1 fee nott butt 
my mynd beyng the fame thatt was afore, bothe to- 
ward hys grace and in the opinions, that he mygh 
moche foner be content now, whereto I fhall be 
prompt. 

And gladdle I wold, yff ytt myght be thatt yowe 
myght be one off them for yow, pretendyn 
affection to the kynges honour thatt I no 
and wythe the greatty{t, do alfo beare to hys | 
yff we {pake to gyther, peradventure fome better 
waye myght be taken by present commication then 
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there wyll never be that ende thatt bothe wold 
desyer : whatt ys the effect of my legation yow fhall 
underftond by my letres wrytton to the counfell. 
Thatt that ys beft for the welth off the kynge and the 
realme, that god I befech hys mercye send, and 
thus fare ye well. Wrytton att Rome the xvj® off 
februarye. 


> Dy ir . nr rr 
R. POLE LARD. LI 
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CARDINAL POLE To CROMWELL. 


Lndorfed “ Reynold Pole from Padoa 27% day of 
Odiober”. Addrefed “To the Ryght Honorabul 
Mayfler Cromwell, Secretory to the 
kyngys hyghnes’. 

@peavil(GHT wurfchipfull fir, In my _hartyeft 


4 —%) maner I commend me unto you. And 


HBSPA] wheras I have bene advertyfed, by my 
porns my brothers lettres direétyd unto me, of the 
coumfortable relation made by yow, fpecyfieng the 
contynuaunce of the kinges graciofe favors unto me, 
albeit Iam well affured that, nother in word nor in 
dede, I never defervyd otherwife, nor never, I truft, 
fhall; yet the tyme beyng fuch, and the occurrents 
w'all wherby I myght feare fome maner of alienation, 
to be put ougt of all dougt by the authoryte of yo" 
worde, to the wych I do give all dewe confidence, 
and utterly to be confyrmed in the hope throf, wych 
hath bene ever my fpecyall defyre and fingulare 
coumforte to have thys, I can not butt accept for a 
gret fyngulare plefure, and acknolech the fame for 
C 
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fuch a benefytt as few of my frendes could a geven 
me _ befyde. Surely, I know none whofe wordes 
myght a profytt fo much,to the very acquyeting of 
my mynd, as thys yo" relation hath don unto me; for 
the wych I accompte myfelf moft beholdyng unto 
yow. Wherby you have fo bolded me that, not- 
w'ftondyng myne inhabylite in deferving thys yo' 
kyndnes alredy fhowed, yet I take apon me to 
defyre yow a gretter plefure, wych fhal be thys: y' 
as of yo" owne mere goodnes toward me, above all 
myne expectation, yow have geven me thys comforte 
to affure me of the kynges grace favore; fo, for the 
better confyrmation therof, at myn extreme in{ftance 
it may pleafe yow to affartayne hys hyghnes of my 
fervifable and prompte mynd to do him fervice at 
all tyme ; wych, nexte unto god, I take god to record, 
I have borne, and ever fchall beare, toward hys 
grace accordyng to my moft bownden debte: wherof 
when it fchall pleafe hys grace to take experiens, I 
truft god, that ever hath mayntayned this mynd yn 
me, fchall fo furder all thofe purpofes that I fhall 
take in hond in his fervice, that both they y* putteth 
hys grace yn mynd {chall never have occafion therby 
to repente, but rather have honor therby, and hys 
erace fpecyall comforte, as a prynce may take 
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comfort of hys owne worke; for fo I cownte that fo 
ever good ys yn me, next unto god, to proceed of hys 
grace liberalyte fhowed in myn education, and by his 
goodnes to be planted. Wherof, yf the frute feme 
fo {wete unto me, that I teftyfie god, for all the pro- 
motions the kyng ever gave to ony other, I wold 
not chaunge thys on benefytt, wheryn I take more 
plefure then I fchold yn all that may be geven be- 
fyde, yf hys grace dyd but taft and take fom proffe 
thereof, but parte of that coumforte fchold redounde 
to hym, beyng fuch an authore therof I can never 
beleve otherwyfe ; and all fo gyve them thankes that 
wer the motyoners therof. Wheryn I can fey no 
more, but pray all myghte god to fend fome good 
oportunyte, who ever have yow in hys bleffyd 
kepyng. Wryton At padoa the xxviij® of octobre. 


Y* affuredly bownd, 


RAYNOLD POLE. 


Fliftorical Letters. 


CARDINAL POLE TO CROMWELL. 


Indorfed “ Pole”. Addreffed“ To my lord prevye 
Seale”. 


Gray lorde. Yff afore tyme ytt could nott be fo 

if fuerlye and clerely perceved what affection 
aay 4 T have ever borne to the Kyngs honour 
re ati which in my hole lyffe never gave the 
leafte occafion whye ony man fhuld thynk but wyth 
them that tendered the fame mofte I myght chytf- 
felye be nomberyd, yff my dedes were truelye and 
indyfferentlye examenyd; butt howe fo ever ytt be, 
yff ony deade, afore perverflye interpretate, myght 
reyft ony ferupell to furmyfe the contrarye, fuerlye 
thife letters thatt I wryght nowe, as the tyme and 
cafe requyreth, beryng thatt tenour, as in readyng 
yow fhall perceyve to be fuffycyent, nott onelye to 
abolyshe all former doubts, fhoweng them to be per- 
verflye furmyfed, butt to make clere thatt a more 
conftaunt and ftable mynd in obfervaunce off a 
prynce hathe nott be founde, nother in fubject nor 
other perfonne befyde. And the caufe hereoff ys, 
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thatt there never happened lyke occafyon as thys ys 
thatt caufyth me nowe to wryghte, wherebye my 
mynde myght be fo well knowen: which occafyon ys 
gyven off the Kyngs part under thys manner, thatt 
he procureth agaynft me by fuche meanes to myn 
undoyng, as was never hard off the lyke in chryften- 
dome agaynft ony thatt bare thatt perfonne thatt I 
do att thys tyme: yff my mynd, after all thys, re- 
mayne ftable to procure all thyng thatt may be to 
hys honour and wealthe, as ever I have profeffyd 
afore tyme, what can be more fuerer tokyn off a 
depe and a profound grounded love and affection ? 
Whither I do fo I shall afterwards show, yff I furft 
declare to hym thatt knoweth ytt beft the Kyngs act 
agaynft me, to the entent yow may knowe, yff I after 
thatt remayne in myn old eftate off obftenaunce, ytt 
ys nott for ignoraunce thatt I knowe nott whatt ys 
machynate agaynift me. 

And fuerlye, though I knewe afore, bothe by yo" 
letters and other, in whatt difpleafure the Kyng had 
me, wythe out the leafte caufe fhowed off my part, I 
take god and my confcyence to judge: whiche thyng, 
yff I had borne butt a meane affection, myght a bene 
fuffycyent toalyenate alfo my mynd from thence, where 
I fawe whatt fo ever I dyd for the befte to be ever ac- 
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cepted in the worft part: butt thys I wyll nott have 
nowe take for ony proffe of my mynd, but to procede 
off the Kynges dyfpleafure toward me. The leffe 
I knewe the caufe to be, the further I was from all 
imagination to fufpeét thatt hys grace fhuld be fo 
incenfyd agaynft my perfonne, thatt, for to have me 
in hys honds, he wold be content to breake and 
vyolate bothe godds lawe and mannys, to dyfcours 
all commercement betwene contrye and contrye, be- 
twene man and man: thys I wold never a thought, 
butt fyndyng the fame to be fo in dede, I could nott 
butt fynde howe hys grace was bent wi‘all to my 
utter undoyng; agaynft the whiche, yff I remayned 
in myn old purpofe to procure hys wealth and 
honour, he thatt wyll feke other proffes after thys, 
or wyll not be content wyth thys declaration of a 
mannys mynde, he declareth wyth all that wyth no 
proffe he wyll be content, but wyll have one hys 
enemye whether he wyll or no. . 

And off thys mynd off the Kyng toward me, I had 
furft knowledge att my arryvenge in fraunce ; off the 
which, to {howe yow the furft mocyon off my mynde 
herin, I was more afhamed to here for the compafhion 
I had to the Kynges honour, then moved by ony indig- 
nation thatt I, comyng nott onelye as imbaffatour, butt 
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as legate, in the higheft fort of embaffages that ys ufed 
amongift chryften prynces, a prynce of honour, fhuld 
defyer off an nother prynce off lyke honour, betraye 
thyne embaffatour, betraye the legate, and gyve 
hym in to myn embaffatours hondes, to be brought 
unto me. This wafs the dyfhonorable requett, as I 
underftond, off the kyng, whiche, as I fayde afore, 
to me fuerlye regardyng myn owne part, I promyffe 
yow, was no greate dyfpleafure, but rather, yff I 
fhall fay truthe, I toke pleafur herein, and fayd 
forthwyth to my company thatt I never felt my 
felffe in full poffceffion to be a cardynall as when I 
hard thofe tydyngs; wherebye ytt pleafyd god to 
fend lyke fortune unto me, as he dyd to thofe hedds 
of the churche whofe perfonnes the Cardynalls do 
reprefent, which was to be perfecutyd mofte of them, 
whofe wealthe they laboured for moft bufylye: in 
thys cafe lyved the appoftells, and the fame nowe 
beyng happened to me afore, I promeffe, I felt 
no dyspleafur, butt rather gladd thereof; fpecyally 
confyderyng herebye I had the better occafion to 
declare and juftyfye my mynde more then ever I 
had afore, which was ever my mynd; butt touchyng 
the thyng, yff we had no other religioun, but lyved 
as paganys and infydells, yet Fus gentium fhold fo 
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teache us: whatt demaund thys was the lawe off 
Nature alonelye myght declare, howe abhomynable. 
ytt were to graunt unto fuch a requeft, and no leffe 
to defyer ytt. 

Thys I rehearfe nowe to thys entent, thatt yow 
myght the foner perceve, thatt yff there had 
bene butt one fpark off a mynd alyenate to the 
kyng, thys were able to fett the fame in fuch a fyer, 
thatt furft confydereng how all regarde of honour 
was fett a part, and the law that mayntaynyth the 
commercement betwene man purpofyd to be vyolate, 
fo ytt myght torne to myn undoyng. Furft off all off 
my part I fhuld abftayne from all commercement wyth 
thatt part, other by word wrytyng or deade. Se- 
condarylye procure by all honeft wayes, yff I wold 
nott be dyfhoneft, to repaye this malignytie to the 
mofte damage I could devyfe, toward them off whofe 
malygne mynde toward me I had fo greate expery- 
ence. | 

And yett, after all thys, furft of all yow may fe 
forthwyth, by wrytyng att thys tyme, I do nott 
abftayne from the furft act to pra¢tyfe and entreate 
wyth them thatt hath bene authours hereoff, and to 
practys yett to hys honour and wealth, which wold 
utterlye extynguyshe both in me. And yff I be 
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hard herein to putt the fame alfo in execution, which 
thyng though I do fuerlye off myn owne purpofe and 
‘mynd, yett fome occafion hereoff, how ytt comyth 
otherwyfe I wyll not denye nor kepe clofe, which ys 
this: that where as the bufhop of Verona thatt was 
fent off me to the frenche coorte to yntymate thofe 
affayres thatt, for the wealth off chryftendome, the 
Pope had commytted unto me, to entreate with hys 
Majeftye, in hys retourne paffyng Abvylle, where 
were lodgyd my lord off wyncheftre, and M* Bryan; 
where as he could nott butt greatlye mervyll off thys 
act of the kyng towarde me, my hole legation pur- 
pofyng no other butt hys honour and wealthe, and 
defyereng therefore to conferre the fame with the 
embaffatours for better declaration off the truthe off 
the mattiers to be knowen as they were, my lord off 
wyncheftre and M* Bryan both abftayning, for re- 
{pect, from all communication, yett fendyng unto 
hym theyr Secretarye, after the byffhop had in parte 
declared the effect off my legacye thatt touchyd in 
ony part the kyng, ytt femed to be open to bothe 
partyes, thatt all the kyng had done agaynft me was 
off the finiftre and falfe report off other thatt, by 
falfe conjecture off thyngs they knew nott, had yll 
enfourmed the kyng off my purpofe in comyng to 
D 
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thofe partyes: which the Secretarye thought, onys 
clered and declaryd other by letters or meffyngers, 
the kyng wold tourne hys mynde, as hys grace fawe 
the dedes to juftyfye them felffe. Thys the buffhop 
of Verona, at hys retourne, fhowed me, which I ac- 
ceptyd in thatt part to be trewe alfo, that all cam off 
yll enformacyon, and thatt hys grace, beyng affer- 
tayned off my mynd as ytt ys, and ever hath, ytt 
were not unpoffyble in fome part to knowledge 
rather myn gratytude then to machynate ony thing 
COntraryc: 

And thatt ytt myght be fo knowen for all 
partes ytt can nott be butt well; butt, as I fhowed 
the buffhop by letters, I had attemptyd often the 
fame, butt all could nott prevayle by meffengiers I 
had fent often for that purpofe could never be ad- 
mytted to have audyence off the Kyng. And, 
wythoute one of thife wayes were found, there 
could no conclufyon be had in thyfe mattiers; 
wherein reafonyng with hym, I afked yff for the 
love and fervyce that ever he hathe borne to the 
kynge, and fhowed in dede when he was in that 
place where hys fervyce myght be in fteade to the 
kyng, and love alfo he hathe ever to me, haveng 
affured knowledge of all myn affayres and purpofys, 
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nott onlye thyfe laft, but all fynyth my departyng 
from the realme, whither he could be content, the 
kynges pleafure knowen, to acquyete the kynges 
mynde in this behalf by goyng to hys grace, and 
enfourmeng hym off the hole? wherein, afore god, he 
fhuld do a dede mofte charytable, wherein alfo I dyd 
alledge unto hym for to bynd hym wyth all, bycaufe, 
after fuch demonftracyon off the kynges mynd made 
unto me, fewe men wold be content to pra¢tyfe w' 
hys grace yn ony thyng belongeng unto me. 

For thyfe caufe I dyd rehearce the mo thynges toen- 
duce hym hereunto; and amongtt other thys cheffelye, 
the chieffe purpofe of his comeng wythe me, which 
afore god was this: that the pope entendyng by all 
meanes off benygnytie to practyfe wyth the kyng, 
and wyth hys fanctytie alfo devyfeng for a mete 
inftrument betwene both, yff my perfonne for this 
degre newlye taken were not acceptyd, the buffhop 
off Verona was thought mofte meatyft, beyng for 
hys old deferts to both prynces, as long as he wold 
in that place where he myght do them fervyfable 
pleafure, as ytt was to be thought gratefull to them 
bothe, and countyd for hys goodnes the beft buffhop 
of Italye: fo thatt, all thynges confydered, in mattiers 
off the churche to entreate wyth thyfe prynces none 
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was thought lyke; whereapon the pope bound hym 
to take thys jornaye w' me for thys purpofe, and 
thys bonde, amongft other, I rehearfyd unto hym 
when I moved hym to go unto the Kyng. To the 
whiche he made anfwer, yff there were none other 
bond nor refpect in thys mattier butt off god, know- 
eng mattiers as he doythe, and feyng what incon- 
venyentes myght followe, yff they were nott att laft 


well acceptyd, befyde the fervyce he hath ever owed 
to the kyng and love toward me, knoweng whatt 
comforth ytt myght be to all partes, yff my trew and 
faythfull dealyng were well intymate to the kyng, 
he wold be content att all tymes, the waye onys 
founde afore, howe wyth commodytie he myght 
comme to. the kynges prefence to take thys charge 
apon hym. 

Thus, my lord, yow maye nowe perceve, thatt 
yff I had ony part that mynde thatt the kynges 
procureng agaynft me doyth fhowe hym to be per- 
fuaded I have, ytt could nott be poffyble I could 
have ony confydence to attempt ony meddlyng 
with hys grace under fuch manier; butt bycaufe nor 
my confydence nor affectionate mynd yett ys nott 
taken awaye, therefore thys I do declare unto yow 
by thyfe letters, to the entent yow may intymate the 
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fame to hys grace. And now yow fe by a greate 
proffe whatt my mynd ys, yow may alfo fee howe 
all fufpition may nott alonlye be clered, meny 
thynges apeacyd thatt peradventure myght torne to 
gretter troble, butt alfo meny thynges be brought 
to lyght to the kynges more affured honour and 
wealth then ony thyng ys, I thynke, thought off 
hitherto make for the fame; for all this I dare pro- 
meffe to followe, yff the byffhop be hard wyth thatt 
mynde as he ys fent and content for to go. 

Other declaracyon off my mynd by letters I entend 
nott to make,then my letters,agreyng wyth myn actes 
fent afore, do make teftymonye, and thatt the byffhop, 
which ys prevye to all, maye better declare pre- 
fentlye ; butt thys I wyll faye, yff I bare in ony part 
that mynde the kynges act agaynft me doyth fhowe 
hys grace ys perfuadyd I fhuld have, fuerlye I wold 
never a done, as I have in all myn actes and pro- 
ceffys, by letters made the kynge and yow prevye 
unto them: thys I dydd att my furft comyng to 
Rome, and the caufe off my legacye nowe, and the 
caufe of my comyng unto thife partes. Such advyfes 
rebells be nott wont to do; and I know att Rome, 
yff ony man had bene premyate to do hym fervyce, 
none could have done more; in fo moche thatt men 
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judged me halffe a rebell to god and my contrye, 
bycaufe I wold not affent to dyvers thynges thatt 
had made lyttyll to the kynges quyetneffe, but fpe- 
cyallye haveng in my hond thofe wrytyngs, thatt, 
putt forth, peradventure myght a caufed moft trouble 
off all; thys inftantlye beyng defyred off thofe which 
had in a maner authorytie to commaunde, and yeatt 
ever fyndyng meanys thatt they never cam to their 
fyght nor honds, and to thys hower fuppreffyng the 
fame: lykewyfe yff one that had mynde off rebellion 
wold do the fame, bethynk yow well; but as I fay, 
my purpofe ys nott to juftyfye my mynd by thefe 
letters att thys tyme in mo actes then one, whiche 
ys off this prefent tyme ; nor yff ytt be nott juftyfied 
by the prefent teftyfycation of fuch a one as the 
byffhop ys, thatt knoweth them, affuredlye I do 
never entend hereafter to labour ony more herein, 
afore god, and all men thatt wyll be indyfferent 
judges off the truthe, I wyll not doubt at all tymes 
to juftyfye my felff to god and the catholyke church 
for negligent fervice in this behalffe. 

Nowe I wyll faye no more, butt pray all myghthie 
god to putt that in the Kynges mynd thatt may be 
mofte to hys honour and wealth, grace to followe the 
fame, and to take from all other fuche occafyon whye 
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they fhuld thynke, yff they ferve the churche accord- 
yng to theyr confcyence, they fhuld be conftrayned © 
to offend the kyng, and fo herebye to feparate the 
fervyce off the one from the other; whiche fuerlye 
to no man fhuld be more greffe then unto me, butt 
godds pleafur be fulfylled above all, to whome nowe 
I commytt yowe. 


REGe GAR POLUS TECATUS: 
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M. THROCKMORTON TO R. MORRISON. 


All mio car” guanto Fratello, Miffer Ruardo Mori- 
fono. In cafa dell Lil” S*” prive feal, 
Lorde Cromwel, Londra. 


aN TIER belovyd M* Morefon, w* harte fa- 
uN fe lutacyon. Ye {chall underftonde, that at 
FE Ba _the 13 day off thys prefente y arryvyd 
here ae be the wey y cowlde nother wryte to my 
lorde nor youe for lake off leyfer, enfuryng youe 
that, nottwithftondyng my late arryvall here, yett, as 
for the fors and ftrenght of my pore carcas wolde 
extend, I loft no tyme nyght nor day; butt fyche 
weys, wether, and horfys were never feyn, and att 
my arryvall y fonde my maft' in a fowle arrey and 
vere ftraynge apparell to my nye, and, to fey the 
treuth, that y was full fore to fee; butt where as ys 
no remedy foly yt ys to be fore: butt more foryer 
y ame that, unleffe god provyde farr bett" than 
mans refon can imagyn, he ys lyeke to have grett 
trobull w‘ hys red hatt; and as yet y can in no wey 
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caufe hyme to inclyne to no parte off my refnabull 
requefts: as for concernyng hys commyng into 
france and flanders, that legacy was depeyntyd to 
hym before that y departyd thence frome youe; 
butt, y feere, cumyng aft’ the manar that he doth, 
ther wyl be no colloquium grantyd off the kyngs 
parte: hys legacy doth extende for all parts beyonde 
the monteyns for compofytyon off peffe generally, 
and allfo oppreffyon off herefys; and for the turks 
cumyng in Chryftedome, and for all other matters 
confernyng the chyrche, y prey god that he folowe 
nott fo myche thefe mens hye devyfys of honor, 
ladyng on hys fcholders, for there ambycyon, and 
proffett, more than he can or fchall be abull to bryng 
to paffe: ye know whatt y mean; for, thoght he 
mean never fo well and godly, yett what they mean 
yt ys harde to know: for me, they fchall not perfwade 
_butt y' they mean theyre owyn proffett, cloke hyt as 
craftly as they cane. 

Y wolde my maft" had fum off my gioles and 
fufpyfyos nature in hyme confernyng theyre parts ; 
butt feurly lett them mean as they wyll, he 
means all-to the beft and to the honor ,off god 
and hys chyrche, w' owte dyffymulacyon, covetes, 
or ambycyon: fo that y thnyke feurly god wil 

E 


cL 


DX 


Tf wftorical Letters. 


O 


well accepte hys intente ; butt yett howe he {chall 
{peed in all thefe grett enterpryfys y am in dowte, 
and fo have y tolde hyme playnly, as hyt doth be 
comme for the fydelyte y bere to hyme; for to fey y 
wyll dyffemble wt hyme or ony man, y wylnott, as 
y truft ye can teftefye off my natur fullwell therin, 
that where y love y moft neds be playne : y have 
allfo declaryd aft’ fyche fafchyon, my lorde youre 
maft's fyngular grett goodnes and kyndnes towarde 
my mafters frynds, w'a feure teftymonyall off that 
fyngular benyvolence and goodnes {chewyd to me 
for my maft's fake, that, unleffe my maft' were a 
ftoke or a ftone, he cannott chiofe butt bere hyme 
harte affectyon, as feythfully y enfure youe he doth, 
whyche, aft" long commynycatyon, be entere and 
harte fafhyon off fpekyng he manyfeftly declaryd, 
feyng that, whatt chiance fo ev" fholde happe, he 
myght be affuryng off hym to hys power to fhewe 
hyme that fryndly harte and plefure that he, be hys 
kyndnes and goodnes fchewyd toward hym, hath de- 
fervyd, with forther words to the fame tenor that at 
thys tyme y wylnott reherfe. 

Butt brevely to conclude, y thynke feurly my lorde 
youre maft" may affurydly rely off my maft’s harte to 
hyme as off ony frynde he hath in englond; fo that y 
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have putt my matt’ in thys mynde, that, in cafe the 
Kyngs hyghnes wyll wyght faffe to fende ony into 
flanders, that yff he can obteyne (my lorde hymfelfe 
beyng fo plefyd) y thynke he wolde be mott beft con- 
tenteto fpeke w* hyme off ony other: whych, ftandynge 
thyngs as they do, feurly y thynke yt were fo beft. Y 
prey god redres all thyngs to hys plefure, for fore y 
wolde be, on feyth and trauth, that wors fcholde cum 
to my lorde youre maft' than to my felffe for the 
grett kyndnes and benevolence y have fonde in hys 
lorde fhype: and, as touchyng youre gentylnes, do 
nott thynke butt as fone y fcholde forgett my felffe 
as to forgett | fo | lovyng a fthomake declaryd fo many- 
feftly and purly, in fo ftraynge and dayngerus tyme, 
as youe dyd yours to me: wherfor, yff ev’ y dyd 
ony {parke off plefure or kyndnes to ony in my lyffe, 
that ev'y toke ony cowmforte off after, y enfure 
youe feythfully y thynke yt that (lyttell thoght hyt 
were) that y fchewyd to youe, wheroff y more re- 
goife inwardly than off onythyng y dyd toward ony 
man feth y coulde perfeve what frendfhype ment. 
And thys to conclude, in fewe words, whatte fo ev" 
chiance my harte ye arr feure off whyle lyffe lafts; 
and y truft my reporte of your lovyng harte to my 
matt" ys no leffe acceptyd than hyt defervyd: wher- 
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fore y fey no more here in, butt lovyngly exhorte youe 
to fele ftyll as ye do that lovyng inftynct off nature 
that ys in yowe; that is to fey, being in cafe and 
place to fchewe plefure w' owte youre owyn hurte, 
nott to w'drawe, for fo where other men gett money 
youe gett mens harts: thys betakyng youe as my 
felffe to the prefervacyon of god, defyryng youe to 
have me hartly comendyd to maft" fteward ; alfo, to 
my brother, my fyfter, and all my nevewys, defyryng 
them to pardon me that y wryte nott nowe for lake 
off tyme. Y thynke my lorde wyll fchewe youe my 
lett" y fende hyme; in cafe he fo do, y prey youe 
wryte howe hytt ys takyn, and whatt ye thynk in 
hytt: y truft ye fchall fe att left, thoght hyt be rudly 
wrytten, that y do nott dyffemble : val amatiff* 
Mortfone. 
Totus tuus MICHAEL 


T HROKEMERTON. 
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M. THROCKMORTON TO CROMWELL. 


Indorfed “ M* Throkmerton xix? of Augufi?. Ada- 
dreffed To the ryght honorable and my fyngular 
good lorde, Lorde prive feale: Lorde 


Cromwell’. 


ca may GHT honorabull and my fyngular good 


as =| lorde: my dewte rememberyd, yt may plefe 
ve SZs the fame to underftonde, that where as y 
ame metre y' long before thys tyme ye have lokyd 
for my prefence, acordyng to my wrytyng frome 
rome; yett, in fo muche the effecte off my retorne 
dependyd moft on hyme to whome I was fente, and 
partly apon youre lordfchyps anfower to my feyd 
letters, whyche y lokyd for att my arryvyng in Parres, 
and frome thence allfo to have byne dyfpachyd be 
thys man: butt y beyng refolute off never nother 
thoght youre fylence to have byne as not regardyng 
whether y hade cum or nott; orr ells as a confent- 
yng to my remaynyng w‘ hyme to whome y was 
fente tyll y knewe forther off youre plefure : butt 
confyderyng nowe that my prynce takes hyme, as y 
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underftonde, forr a myche gretter rebell, than other he 
or y wolde have thaught att hys departyng frome 
rome, y thaught hytt expedyente to declare to 
youre lordfchype, forr my dyfchiarge, more att large 
the caufe off the ftay off my retorne: plefyng the 
fame to underftonde that fyrft att pares, feeng youre 
lett's came nott, y requeryd off hyme my dyfpache- 
ment, accorrdyng to hys promes (oO MCeattw Gisee 
apan hoope wheroff, as ye know, y compenyd hyme 
to parys. Where, as fone as he arryvyd, he made me 
thys anfower: feyng fyrft, that feeyng y had no 
anfower frome youe, ytt femyd ye paffyd nott 
erettly on my retorne, and immedyatly afkyd me 
whether y thaught hyt nott a convenyente tyme for 
hyme to fende me now w' ony lett's off credence to 
the Kyngs grace, who, he had ryght parfett knolege, 
toke hyme (as he feyd) ondefervyd for fo greves a 
nadverfare and rebell,as he wolde never have thaught, 
fyndyng no caufe whye in all hys aétes norr pur- 
pofys: further more, that hys grace toke all thyngs 
to the contrare that he ever dyd orr wrote; and 
here apan delayed my dyfpachement tyll he came to 
fum fettlyng place. 

And fhortly aft’ we arryvyd in cambrey, and 
there feeng hyme fellffe, throght the kynges 
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procurement, in grett daynger, thoght hyt nother 
tyme nor place convenyentte to confer further 
confernyng my dyfpachement: and thys y, dayle 
abydyng youre lett's and hys anfower, have thys 
contynewyd w' hyme hetherto, y truft for the beft, as 
y fuppoffe youre lordfchype fellffe wyll fey the fame, 
all thynys heraffter confyderyd; forr fone after hys 
arryvall in thys towne he began then, more than ever 
before, to declare me the effect of hys legacyon; 
whyche, he feyd, had that grownde that, refervyng 
the dyfference off the opyneon confernyng the unyte 
off the chyrche, wherin he fayd, that for feere, 
favor, or love off ony creature levyng he wold never 
change ; butt, in the reft, he feyd, he was never that 
favoryd more the kyngs trewe honor and welth, nor 
that cowlde do more to the mayntenance and for- 
therance theroff than he both dyd, fchewyd and pur- 
pofyd in hys whole legacyon to do. 

And therunto he began to fchewe howe, yff he had 
bynemyndyd to the contrare, whatoccafyonshe had to 
hynder the fame, both now be fors of hys legace, and 
in thys {pecyally, whyche they cowlde never perfwade 
hyme to; whyche was that, att the poynte off hys 
departyng, they wolde have had hyme to have lefte 
the booke in the poops hands, who, in hys abfence, 
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wold have putt hyt forth and publyfhyd hyt: and 
here was made fyche vyolente inftance that w‘owte 
fors ther cowlde no more be fchewyd. Wherin, 
when they fawe he ufed fo ftyffe and obftenate re- 
fyftance, alleggyng dyvers caufys ther fore, and thys 
infpecyall, howe hytt myght be hurtfull to the caufe, 
yft the kyngs grace were inclyned to retorne, fo to 
be irretate-be fyche a booke=putt forth eine am 
tyme, when he wente abowte reconcylyacyon: butt 
yett w' y' they wold in no ways be fatysfyed, un leffe 
he wolde putt them in fum hoope thatt, att hys re- 
torne, in cafe he retornyd defperatte off the Kyngs 
mynde, he would be then contente that they fcholde 
do whatt they and he thoght bett. 

And thereupan they were content todeferrall thyng 
to hys retorne, and the fenfurs lyekewyfe whyche he 
nowe ageyn refufyd the exercyfe theroff agenft the 
Kyngs grace; and, in conclufyon, as tochyng the mat- 
ters he had to intrett w' the pryncys to whome hys le- 
gacyon was dyre¢tyd, he affyrmed, w‘ conftant and far- 
vente affeveracyon, that he never thaught nor mente 
to intreatt w' them butt that fcholde be moft for the 
Kyngs honor, yff hys gracys mynde dyd ony thyng 
inclyne to that parte that other pryncys do tochyng 
the unyte off the chyrche, that hyt myght feme mott 
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to cum be the requeft and defyer of other pryncys 
for the welth off chryftendome, and that they fcholde 
demaunde the fame off the Kyngs grace be requeft 
and preyarr: and thys he feyd he dyd the more be 
caufe off the vyolence that the peple had ufyd off 
late in that behalffe ; and for thys on grett caufe, he 
feyd, he defyrvyd the byfchoppe off Verona to ac- 
company hyme in hys legacyon, as a inftrument moft 
meteft to thys purpofe, both for the grett favor he 
hath ever byn in w* the frenche Kyng, and owre 
Kyng lyekwyfe, throgt the good ferves and plefure 
he had don for them both in tyme paft, when he was 
in offece and place where hys ferves and frendfhype 
was gratfull to them both: allfo for the good prattes 
and wyfdome and good opyneon the feyd byfchoppe 
was for moft of all knowyng in governance off hys 
byfhapryke; fo fuppofyng hyme, for thefe forfeyd 
caufys, the more meter parfon to intreate thes matters 
be towyxte thefe pryncys: be whyche forseyd weyfe 
he thoght the Kyng myght, wt hys moft honor and 
feurte and welth off hys contrey, have byne recon- 
{fylyd to all partes. 

And forr thys he feyd he was nowe callyd 
and. confyne as rebell; butt for conclufyon he 
feyd that he feryd left, att the laft, the Kyngs con- 
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tynuyng hys perfecutyon in publyfchyng hyme as 
hys rebell to all pryncys, that he fcholde be con- 
ftraynyd, both before all pryncys and in face of all 
chyftendome, to declare hyme fellfe whatt a rebell 
hys ys, and for whatt caufys: wherin he feyd y‘, for 
hys owyn parte, yff he faught honor he wolde defyer 
no more than to make bytt be openly knowyn aft’ 
whatt fafhchyon hys rebells from hys grace.. Thys-y 
nowe declare to youre lordfchype, to the intente ye 
may fe whatt fmall hoope or caufe y had off my 
dyfpachement, butt myche more occafyon to tare my 
tyme to be more refolute of hys mynde than fo 
fodenly and rauly to departe w‘owte other anfwer 
orr ony thyng of moment: as nowe, y trufisye {chall 
perfeve be thys foloyng y was nott defevyd in my 
opyneon; for, thogh ye had never fo many fpyes in 
thefe partes, y ame well feure ye fcholde nott (nor 
as yett have had) ony trewe knolege off thyngs done 
here; y mean commen matters, myche fo leffe off thefe 
matters fecrette, as partlye ye may perseve be that 
before, and more be thys that foloyth. 

Ande fyrft ys, that thys man ys revokyd a geyne 
in to ytale, agenft the generall cowncell whyche ys 
poyntyd to be the fyrft off November: allfo y perfeve 
the poope was mynded that, lyeke as he hath fente 
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indolgence throght all Chryftendome to prey for the 
delyverance off the daynger off the Turcke, fo in 
lyeke manar he wyll fende throgh all Chryftendome 
indolgence to prey for the Kyngs grace with the ftate 
off englonde to retorne to the unyte off the Chyrche, 
reherfyng whatt chiarytabull meanes (as they fey) 
hath byne ufed to that intent; whyche takyng non 
effecte, they intende herin to deferybe many off the 
Kyng’s acts, and for theyre juftyficatyon therin they 
intende at hys retorne to putt the booke in prynte, 
yff he wyll confent therto, as yt wyll be harde for 
hyme to denye, for the grett confydence they have 
therin, more than in all the reft, for the vertewys 
lyffe and other grett qualytes they have confevyd 
off the wryter theroff. 

And thys poynte, tochyng the grettyft effete 
off my commycyon, y thaught hyt therfore moft 
neceffare to advertes youe theroff; {pecyally con- 
fideryng the f{chorte departyng off thys man a pon 
retorne, as ye fe hangs both devolgatyng off the fen- 
feurs, puttyng forth off hys booke, fendyng allfo 
off newe Imbaffytors to all chryften pryncys, yff he 
refufe to take on hyme to commende unto them the 
caufe off englonde; confyderyng forthermore the 
grett defyer y fuppofe ye have for trewe knolege off 
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hys mynde and acts in thys legace. Y enfeure youe 
my taryeng w' hyme att thys tyme may ftande youe 
in no lyttell styde ; and herin, to be playne w‘ youre 
lord{chype, on thyng makes nott only me, butt many 
mor grettly a ftonyd to fe the grett dyllygence and 
procurement many weyes off the Kyng’s be hallffe, to 
the utter ruyne and deftructyon off thys man, whyche 
dayle cummys to hys knolege dyvers weyes; and yett 
nottw'ftandyng all fyche irrytacyon, he contynewys 
and perfevers (as playnely doth apere) in the fame 
love and conftant mynde to the Kyngs honor and 
welth that he hath ever hetherto fchewyd; declynyng 
to no mans requefts or defyers, in ony thyng as yett 
that myght putt hys grace to ony dylhonor, hyn- 
drance, or trouble: for yff hys mynde hade byne 
other weys, hyt wolde have byne harde to have 
clokyd hytt att thys tyme : whyche makes many men 
fo myche the more to marvell to fe the Kyng’s 
grace fo hyle bente, rather to hys ruyne and de- 
ftructyon than to take fum wey to reconcyle hyme ; 
thoght y fe that vere harde to be done, the caufe 
{tandyng as hytt doth. 

Wherfore nowe, thefe premyffes confyderyd, 
youre lordfchype may beft thynke whatt ys beft 
to be don, confyderyng, as ferr as y can fe, that 
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parte to be defperate confernyng your lordfchypps 
parfon to fpeke w' hyme, as y wrote.to the fame 
in my lett's from Rome; and as for ony other 
parfon that myght helpe for thys behallffe y cannot 
well fynde ; for he muft be fyche a won that wyll be 
feythfull to youe, and grett in hys opyneon wt hyme. 
Y have partly fchewyd my mynde to mafter Crutten 
as confernyng that matter; wherfore, confyderyng the 
weght off thefe matters, and howe they ftande, me 
thynks the redreffyng theroff requeryth a gretter 
prudence and more pregnant wytte than myne. 
Remyttyng, therfore, to your lorfchypps prudence 
and wyfdome to devyfe whatt {chall lyeke youe beft to 
be don herin, truftyng nowe ye do playnly perfeve 
my taryeng to be more profytabull than my retorn- 
yng cowlde have byne ony weys; wherfore, nowe y 
defyer to knowe youre plefore herin, truftyng both 
the Kyngs grace, and youre good lordfchype allfo, 
wyll no other weys take me than my deeds he- 
therto hath, and heraft" {chall, as occafyon cummys, 
{chewe them fellffe in ony thyng that y may do my 
prynce and youe ferves and plefure, prompte and 
redy : wherfore yff hytt lycke youre lordfchype that 
y may be informyd off youre mynde be wrytyng, ytt 
may lyeke youe to caufe that letter to be delyveryd 
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to maft' Hutten, whome y have informyd howe he 
may caufe hytt to be fente faffe to my hands: thys 
remyttyng all thyngs to your lordfchyps moft preg- 
nante wyf{dome, whome Jhu preferve to hys plea- 
fure : att Lege, the 20 day off auguft 1537. 


Att youre lord{chypp’s commandment, 
to hys lyttell power, MicHaEL 


THROKEMERTON. 


Yt may plefe youre lordf{chype to underftonde that, 
when y wrotte thefe letters, J hadd thaught thys 
mans departyng {cholde have byne lenger delayed ; 
who nowe, y parceve, departs hence w' in thes ij or 
111) dayfe: and be fore thys tyme we had no fertén 
knolege theroff, nor yett y no convenyente meffyn- 
ger that y myght truft to wryte by tyll nowe be the 
berer heroff to maft' Hutten: defyryng youre lord- 
{chyppe, therfore, to have me herin ex{fcufyd. 
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Copy of a Paper, without Date or Endorfement. 
Apparently the Draft of a Letter to Pole. 


Sanann tte REAS I perceive, by your letter fent 
7 by this berer, dated xv™ daye of July, that 


Sweet it is not out of your remembrance the un- 
loons’ rekened in you, at fuche tyme your fen- 
tence was required in the Kinges matter. At that 
tyme, and nowe further, you feare (I perceive) that 
I wold take farre more difpleafure that you have 
done nowe as you have done. The truth is, I knewe 
nothyng of the effeét of your booke when I received 
your letter, whiche made me greatly to doubt of 
that whiche afore I was in great hope of; and, for 
to be out of doubt, I brake with my lorde prevy 
Seal, to whom you are asmoche bounden as if you 
were hys nygheft kynfman. He advifed me to fpeke 
with the Kynges Highnes, but brake nothyng of the 
matter hymfelf: and fo, affone as tyme convenient 
ferved, I brake with his grace; who, I affure you, 
declaired a greate parte of your booke fo to me at 
length, that it made my poore harte fo to lament, 
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that if I had loft mother, wiff, and children, it could 
no more have done; for that had bene but natu- 
rall. But you to fhowe yourfelf fo unnaturall to fo 
noble a prynce, of whom, you can not denye, next 
god, you have received all thynges. And for our 
familie, whiche was cleane troden under foote, he fett 
up nobully, whiche fhoweth his charitie, his cle- 
mence, and his mercye. And thus, alas! that ever 
I fhuld fe the daye you fhuld fett forth the contrary, 
or truft fo moche to your owne wytt above all the 
re{t of your contrey. And of hym whiche you re- 
quired fhuld reade your booke, by whom you {hall 
not onely perceive his mynde, but the mynde of all 
our contrey; by the whiche, if any grace be in you 
nowe, you will turne into the right waye. And then 
may we reken it was the will of god that your in- 
gratitude fhuld fhowe the mekenes of our prince, 
who hath borne your flaunders fo paciently, that the 
pooreft in our contrey could not have done. And 
further contented of his greate benignitie, that we 
that be your freinds fhuld inftruct you of that whiche 
moveth us, as I knowe full prudently they have 
done, whiche be lerned. As for me (whiche lernyng 
lacketh) could never by any reafon conceive that 
lawes made by man were of fuche ftreyngth, but 
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that they myght be undone agayne by man (els god 
defend) for that whiche femeth polityke at one tyme, 
by abufion at an other tyme proveth the contrary. 
Therfor, gentill Reignald, let no {crupulofitie fo en- 
brace your ftomake but that we, which be fo knytt in 
nature, and fo happely borne under fo noble a prynce, 
maye fo joyne together to ferve hym as o* bounden 
dutie fo requireth; and for that, what fo ever parte 
you take, fhall I fpend the beft bloode in my bodye 
(god willing) with whofe grace, you takyng that 
waye, we fhall never be diffevered. 

An other thyng, to me incredible, I here ; whiche 
is that you, by reafon of a brief fent to you from the 
bufhope of Rome, fhuld be refident with hym this 
wynter. If you fhuld take that waye, then farewell all 
my hope! Lernyng you may well have, but doubtles 
no prudence nor pitie, but {howeth yourfelf to ronne 
from one mifchief to another. And then farewell all 
bounds of nature, not onely of me but of all myne, 
orells, in ftede of my bleffing, they fhall have my 
curffe. But utterly out of hope I can not be, that 
ever fufpition fhould fo reign in you, that you wold 
fo highly offend god to lofe the benefits of fo noble 
a prince, your natyff contrey and hole familie, with- 
out the devill have tomoche power over you. From 


G 
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the whiche to kepe you I fhall as hartely praye, as I 
wold be partner of the joyes of heaven, whiche chrift 


make us partakers of, “y 


At Bisham, the xij" daye of September. 
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T. STARKEY TO CROMWELL. 


Indorfed “Thoms Sterkey.” Addreffed “ To the 
hyght Worfchypful Mayftur Cromwel, Secretory 
to the Kynges [Iyghnes.” 


an ES , yf I myght wel have come to you, I 
NA = ald not now have ufyd thys boldnes in 
Nes, wrytyng; but syth I was wyth you laft, I 
am, ae can not tel how, flypt in to a lytyl ague, wher- 
for I am conftraynyd to wryte thes few wordys for 
the quyetyng of my mynd: albehyt I dowte no 
thyng at al but that the kyngys hyghnes, as I per- 
ceyvyd by your gudnes and moft lovyng inftructyon, 
toke wel fuch communycatyon as I lately had wyth 
hys grace concernyng the fuperftycyonst blyndnes of 
thes munkys; yet, fora ful and uttur eradycatyon 
of any fuch fufpycyon apon his gracys behalfe toward 
me, hys true and faythful servant, I fhal befech you, 
for the gudnes that I have playnly perceyvyd in you 
toward me, that hyt wyl plefe you, at your convenyent 
lefur, to rede thys lytyl fcrole inclofyd herin, wych I 
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wrote to you at fuch tyme as you delyveryd me 
your boke in your ftudy, and had thought to have 
defyryd you, at the fame tyme, to overrede the 
fame fcrole; but fearyng to trowbul you wyth fuch 
tryfullys, I have hytherto hyt deferryd, but now I 
fhal befech you to take fo much payne as to over- 
run hyt at your lefor, to the intent that you of your 
gudnes, yf you thynke convenyent, may more cer- 
taynly and affurydly inftructe the kyng of my juge- 
ment and mynd in the ground and fundacyon of 
thes lately defynyd caufys, ye, and of many other of 
no {mal weyght. 

I wryte un to you, in the fame ferole, the 
bothom of my hart wyth the ground of my juge- 
ment, wherin yf I erre I wyl ftond at your correc- 
tyon: to you I am open and playn. I promys 
you that you fhal never fynd me faynyd man; and 
of thys one thyng I fchal affure you, that al the 
kyngs trefore hepyd apon a roke fchold not bryng 
me to ferve hym in any caufe except my jugement, 
formyd by fome groundyd knolege, fchold ferve me 
to the fame; for I am no flave to gold, filvur, nor 
trefore, no nor yet to no wordly honowre: to thefe 
thynges my effectys dyd ferve when I was more 
yong, as many men dow now when they be old; but 
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now syr, by the gudnes of god and benefyte of let- 
turys, I have got a nother jugement, the wych, my 
truft is in god, duryng my life fchal never be plukkyd 
out of my breft; and much more furely hyt fchal be 
confyrmyd, yf I may perceyve hereaftur that by 
yourys hyt {chal be approvyd. 

Wherfor, syr, I fchal befech you, by al fuch 
benevolence as you have borne to me, that hyt 
may plefe you, yf you may take occafyon to 
fpeke wyth the kyngys hyghnes of fo pore a man 
as I am, to ftablyfh in hys grace fuch opynyon 
of me as my hart doth deferve, wythout the wych, 
playnly to fay to you, I can never with franke mynd 
and fre hart ferve hys hyghnes in no caufe that he 
{chal hereaftur cummande me; for to hys sevyce | am 
movyd by love and faythful obfervaunce, and by no 
wordly benefyte nor wordly avancemente ; ‘and wyth 
fuche mynde I juge kyngys mete to be fervyd, as I 
am fure you dow, and therfor I fchal befech you, as 
you fchal fee tyme and occafyon, thys affect of my 
hart and fafcyon of my mynd to fet before the kyngys 
hyghnes: the wych, I am fure and certayn, when his 
oudnes fchal fee, hys hyghnes fchal never conceyve 
any fuch onworthy fufpycyon of me, and to the hart 
and mynd that I dow and ever {chal bere, fo dyfcon- 
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venyent, in the wych thyng what you fchal deferve 
of me you know bettur, and bettur can conceyve, than 
I can by wrytyng expreffe. 

Syr, yff hyt fchal appere to your wyfdome and 
gudnes toward me to {chow the Kyng the fcrole, to 
the intent that hys grace may, for the effecte of myn 
owne hart, wryten and expreffyd with myn owne 
hand, I wold be glad; for as much as, at fuch tyme 
that I fpake to hys hyghnes touchyng thys ground 
and fundatyon of my jugement, wherby I wold, and 
dyd take away the grete ground of raynoldys 
folyfch and fuperftycyoufely framyd confeyence, hys 
hyghnes dyd not gretely approve hyt, faying hyt 
was not drawen out of fcrypture; but, truly, I have 
drawen thys ground out of ferypture, and out of the 
depenes of phylofophy; but thys I leave to your 
prudence and gudnes: the mean tyme I {chal 
wraftul wyth thys lytyl ague, truftyng in god {chortly 
to overcome hyt, and fo fchortly to wayte apon you 
at home. 

Syr, yf I may be fo bold to befech you to kepe thys 
my defyre to your felfe, you {chal gretely bynd me to 
you; for loth I wold be that any other man fchold here, 
or perceyve that the kyng have me in fufpycyon of 
any dyffymulatyon wyth hym, the wych thyng I per- 
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ceyvyd manyfeftely he fearyd in Mayftur pole : but, 
I affure you, hys grace nede not fo to dow; for apon 
the erth lyvyth not a more fyncere and pure hart 
then hath maftur pole, and leffe fpottyd wyth dyf- 
fymulatyon : therfor, what fo ever M* Pole thynkyth 
in thes caufys, the Kyng fchortly and playnly fchal 
know. I was yet never bounden to you for any 
thyng more then for thys; that you dyd fo playnly 
open to me the fufpycyon of the Kyng; for by the 
mean therof I truft hys grace fchal come to the 
playn knolege of my hart and mynd, and [ truft 
alfo to hys gracyoufe and true conceyvyng therof, 
playnly as I am, fo fchal appere; and thys I comyt 
you to the gracyoufe kepyng of our lord, befechyng 
you to pardon me of thys importune boldnes, and 
over bold requett. 

I truft I fchal not trowbul you many tymys 
hereaftur with fuch kynd of defyrys, yf hyt may 
plefe you now, of your fynguler gudnes, to ftabyl 
the Kyng in fuch opynyon of me, as my fayth- 
ful hart and reverent love and obfervance to hys 
hygnes doth not unjuftly deferve; the wych affect, 
now only by wordys expreffyd, I fchal labur al the 
reft of my lyfe by dedys truly and manifeftely to 
declare. Wryten at london, in my lady of Salys- 


—— 
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burys place at dowgate, in fuch tyme as I was wras- 
telyng wyth my fevur, thys fryday. 


By yourys moft affury 


dly, THOMAS STARKEY. 


LINTS, 


T. RICHARDS, 37, GREAT QUEEN STREET, LONDON. 
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